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Underutilization of Victims Assistance Programs
In the healing process for violent criminality victims, the Victim Assistance Program (VAP) of the Las Cruces Police Department is essential. It assists victims with crisis management, relief, and victim compensation to help victims of violent crime in adverse circumstances. According to the book Crime Victims, compensation can include various items, such as the 'replacement value of missing or corrupted possessions, unpaid medical expenses, salaries that had not been received because of working hours, and other associated crime's miscellaneous expenditures. 
Programs such as the Las Cruces Victim Support Program ensure that all victims know their right to compensate for crimes against them (Patterson, 2018). Though victims are aware of their rights, some decide to recant statements against their offenders because many are often family members. It is usually more common in domestic disputes when wives or girlfriends retract statements against love interests. This makes the job of a victim's advocate or prosecutor very hard because, without a victim, there is usually no case. This was rather shocking because, according to the women that spoke in class, this is a pretty common occurrence. 
Trying to avoid jail time for their partners, many victims will pull back earlier statements (Poff & Marcum, 2017). This is rather peculiar because these women, according to the speakers, end up in the system more than once, usually going back to the same abusive behavior as before. The vicious cycle of abuse that many may bring upon themselves for repeatedly going back to the same partner is probably one of the most frustrating things for these victim advocates. It was the most interesting part of the presentation because, according to the speakers, many of these people put themselves back in these situations after countless times of reoccurrence. 
In conclusion, VAP assists victims with crisis management, relief, and victim compensation to help victims of violent crime in adverse circumstances. Though victims are aware of their rights, some decide to recant statements against their offenders because many are often family members. It is usually more common in domestic disputes when wives or girlfriends retract statements against love interests.
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